A. 1741.]             DEBATE ON THE ADDRESS.                       463

have hitherto been, on almost every occasion, widely dif-
ferent. The danger of our present situation is generally
allowed; but the consequences deduced from it are so
contrary to each other, as give little hopes of that unani-
mity which times of danger particularly require.

It is alleged by the noble lord who spoke last, that
since we are now involved in difficulties, we ought only to
inquire how to extricate ourselves, and, therefore, ought
not to leave ourselves the right of inquiring how we were
entangled in them, lest the perplexity of different consi-
derations should dissipate our attention, and disable us
from forming any useful determinations, or exerting any
vigorous efforts for our deliverance.

But, in my opinion, my lords, the most probable way of
removing difficulties, is to examine how they were pro-
duced, and, by consequence, to whom they are to be im-
puted ; for certainly, my lords, it is not to be hoped that
we shall regain what we have lost, but by measures dif-
ferent from those which have reduced us to our present
state, and by the assistance of other counsellors than those
who have sunk us into the contempt, and exposed us: to
the ravages of every nation throughout the world.

That this inquiry, my lords, may be free and unob-
structed, it is necessary to address the throne, after the
manner of our ancestors, in general terms, without de-
scending to particular facts, which, as we have not yet
examined them, we can neither censure nor approve.

It has been objected by the noble lord, tbat foreign na-
tions will be disappointed by hearing, that instead of me-
naces of vengeance, and declarations of unalterable ad-
herence to the liberties of Europe, we have wasted our
time at this important juncture in settling the form of an
address.

That little time may be wasted on this occasion, I hope
your lordships will very speedily agree to an address suit-
able to the dignity of those who make it, and to the occa-
sion upon which it is made; for I cannot but allow, that
the present state of affairs calls upon us for despatch:
but though business ought, at this time, undoubtedly to be